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Read the passages and answer the following questions. 
 

Sample 1: The Milk Pail 
Based on a fable by Aesop 

 
 There was a country girl, a milkmaid, who had learned to carry things on her head. This day, she and 
her sister were off to market, and on her head she carried a pail of milk. 
 “Sister! I’ve an idea. When we get to market, I shall sell this pail of milk. With the money I receive from 
the milk, I will buy five dozen eggs to bring home and hatch under our hen.” 
 “What are you thinking to do that for?” asked her sister.  
 She answered, “When they hatch, I will have a whole yard of new chickens, which I can sell for a good 
price!” Her sister just shook her head in wonder as they walked along. Why would she be so intent on selling a 
bunch of chickens? 
 As if she heard her sister’s thoughts, the milkmaid laid out her plan. “With the money from the 
chickens, I will be able to buy a pretty new frock for the summer dance, with ribbons and a bonnet to match. It 
will even have lace! I will choose a blue dress, because I look best in blue, and all the boys will want to dance 
with me. The girls will all be jealous—even you, dear sister! But I won’t care, I’ll just dance and dance and find 
myself a husband!” 
 As she spoke, the milkmaid became more and more animated. She tossed her head as if at an 
imaginary dance, and off flew the pail of milk. Gone now were the visions of dresses and lace and a husband. 
She stood in the middle of the road with a tear in her eye. Her sister looked at her in amazement at her 
foolishness, and then walked on down the road to the market. “Don’t count your chickens before they hatch!” 
she called over her shoulder. 
 

Sample 2: Skateboard Money 
 

 Amy and Maria met at their spot in front of the school and began their walk home together.  
 “Why are you smiling?” asked Maria. “You look like you’re planning something.” Amy had not been her 
usual talkative self that day, and had a faraway look in her eyes and a smile on her lips. 
 “I do have a plan!” exclaimed Amy. “You know that new skateboard I want?” Of course Maria knew. 
Amy talked about it every day. 
 Amy pulled out a flier for a talent show competition at school. “I’m going to win the talent show! I’ll 
practice every day, and I’ll win the first prize of fifty dollars!” She had that faraway look again, and Maria 
smiled as they walked on. 
 When they got to Maria’s house, her mother was waiting. She had a job offer for them—she was going 
to have to work late for the rest of the week. She needed the girls to baby-sit Maria’s little brother after school 
and on Saturday. “There’s forty-five dollars for each of you if you watch him for me,” she offered. 
 “No, thanks!” said Amy, politely. “I’ve got a talent show to practice for!” And she skipped off toward 
home. Maria happily took her mother’s offer, and started work right away. 
 A week later, after the talent show, Amy hung her head. “What’s wrong?” asked Maria. “I thought you 
did great!” 
 “I won Honorable Mention,” Amy said sadly. “I didn’t win any money.” Her dreams of a new 
skateboard were gone. 
 “I’m sorry,” said Maria. She had ninety dollars in her wallet at home from babysitting. “I guess you 
should have taken the opportunity to earn real money when it was offered to you!” 
  
 
 



Short Story Comparison                                              Name _______________________ # ___ Date ____________ 

Susan Watters 2011 

 

 
 
1 Which choice BEST represents the common theme between the two stories? 
 A  Don’t plan something out and act as if it’s going to happen, as it might go wrong. 
 B  Don’t count chickens or skateboard money. 
 C  Don’t daydream about doing great things. 
 D  Don’t let anyone take away your dreams. 
 
2 The themes of both samples were 
 A  stated in the first sentence. 
 B  implied in the middle of the story. 
 C  shown by the setting of both stories. 
 D  stated at the end of the stories by characters. 
 
3 Which character from “The Milk Pail” is MOST like Amy in “Skateboard Money”? 
 A  Maria     B  the milkmaid 
 C  the milkmaid’s sister    D  Maria’s mom 
 
4 How is Maria different from Amy? 
 A  Maria won’t turn down a real opportunity in favor of one that is less likely. 
 B  Maria is afraid to participate in a talent show. 
 C  Maria doesn’t want to win money from a talent show. 
 D  There is no difference. 
 
5 Read the following sentences from Sample 1. 
 

As she spoke, the milkmaid became more and more animated. She tossed her head as if at an 
imaginary dance, and off flew the pail of milk. 

 
 What is the meaning of the word animated as it is used in the sentence? 
 
 A  drawn like a cartoon    B  made alive 
 C  full of life, action, or spirit   D  filled with courage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


